NATURAL  VERSUS   SUPERNATURAL

clouds and the precipitation of rain and snow are
changeable, or ever work inversely, he would have
made out his case. The fathers of the church be-
lieved that the flesh of the peacock never decayed.
St. Augustine said he had ascertained by experi-
ment that this is a fact. If this were so, it would
indeed be a remarkable exception; but the man of
science would at once set about ascertaining its
natural cause, without for one moment attributing
it to a supernatural one. But without trying the
experiment ourselves, does any sane man to-day
doubt that either the saint deceived himself, or else
that he was not honest ? His statement is incredi-
ble because it contradicts all the rest of our know-
ledge relating to the decomposition of animal tissue.
I suppose the last thing our fathers would have
thought of doing would have been to try to recon-
cile their conception of Christianity with their stores
of natural knowledge. They did not feel the need,
which we to-day feel so keenly, of any such reconcilia-
tion. They cherished their faith as something apart,
something not founded in the order of this world,
something to which science and all that pertains to
the " natural man " are necessarily strangers. The
order of this world is carnal; it is full of evil, and
is separated by an impassable gulf from the sacred
and the divine. A vast number of most excellent
and pious people still feel in this way about their
religious belief; it is all the more sacred and pre-
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